better energy

BLANGSLEV

A solar plant with sprawling nature

Better Energy wants to take full responsibility for the land we use in a way that benefits biodiversity and ecosystems. Solar plant

sites can serve as important stepping stones to help reverse the trend of declining biodiversity. Better Energy has rolled out a

biodiversity pilot project in the Blangslev solar plant in Denmark. Seven distinct biodiversity points of impact’ were incorporated
on site to ensure nature has good opportunities to spread and thrive over the years.



The focus of this area is fruit and berry-bearing trees and shrubs,
which are planted in groups around the area. The vegetation offers
a food source and habitats for birds and other wild animals and
insects. On selected areas, a mix of wild, native species are sown.

THE OVERLOOK
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A small hill was made to create an overlook of the solar plant and
the surrounding countryside. Piling up large stones on the sunny
southern slope of the hill creates a warm microhabitat for cold-
blooded animals, insects and plants that thrive in the heat. Shrubs
and trees of hardy species are scattered throughout the area

THELOWLAND

The existing wet conditions in the lowland have been strength-
ened by removing soil from the lowest areas. This enhances the
wet biotope that would have existed here without the land drain-
age that was required for agriculture. In the spring the lowland
will be periodically flooded, creating a perfect habitat for local
amphibians to breed. Native perennials have been planted here,
but space is also left for the local flora to emerge.




THEFOREST =

The forest garden is an experimental approach to agroecology
which combines a natural forest and an orchard, with an under-
brush of mostly edible wild plants. The forest garden is a multilay-
ered garden with trees, shrubs and herbs. The forest garden also
provides food and habitats for wildlife like birds, insects and other
smaller animals

THEFLOWEREDGE

Flower seeds are sown along the upper edge of the solar park.
This enhances the appearance of the solar park for visitors and
passers-by who will see flowers in bloom. The flower seed mixes
are carefully blended to ensure continuous flowering throughout
the year. The flowers not only have an aesthetic purpose but also
provide nectar for bees and other insects.

A grassland was established under the power lines. This grass-
land provides food and shelter for insects and birds from the
open farmland, such as partridges and skylarks. The soil has been
turned over so that the nutrient poor soil beneath the nutrient
rich topsoil emerges on the surface. In the nutrient poor soil, a
mix of hardy flowering species have been sown.




A light, open forest edge has been re-established on the western
side of the existing forest reserve. The structure of the forest edge
has been established with intermediate young trees and bushes to
create a gradual transition from the open grassland to the dense
forest. This structure protects the existing forest climate and
makes it a preferred habitat for many species due to the combina-
tion of both light and shelter.




